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About the piece:

As a composer who has a good chunk of their catalog published with other publishers, | don't get to see who buys and
performs my music often. So when | get a chance to meet people who have played my music, I'm eternally grateful for them
for choosing to bring my music to life.

In 2020 | get my ASCAP royalty statement for the previous year’s educational concerts. | noticed that my piece “Curtain In The
Sky” got played at the “The Classic Center Theater” in Georgia. Being the curious individual | am, | tried to figure out who
performed it there. | didn't get far, the most | could figure out is that a group had performed it as part of their GMEA
performance but | never found the ensemble.

This remained a mystery for almost 4 years until Midwest 2024.

Arrianne and | were standing in my booth when she flags down someone exclaiming “OMG | love your dress!!!”. This individual
was taken by surprise and told Arrianne "Thanks!” and then notices my booth. Her reaction was “OMG you're Robert!". Her
name was Audrey Murphy.

She introduces herself to me and tells me that she’s played my piece “Curtain In The Sky” before... with her middle school
ensemble. My jaw hit the floor. My reaction was “You played what, with what group?!”. “Curtain In The Sky” is arguably one of
my more difficult works due to its ensemble balancing needs, pacing, and subtle nuances that need to be brought out in the
dynamics. It also has one of my favorite (and most demanding) Euphonium solos I've written.

Once my jaw was picked up from the floor she explained how she discovered the piece through a mailer my publisher sent
out. She had set it aside and then her mother sadly passed away. She had found out that her group had been selected for the
2019 GMEA In-Service and decided to program it with her group in honor of her mom. This solved my mystery of who had
performed it at GMEA 2019!

| was moved and trying my best not to cry. | took solace in knowing that one of my pieces of music helped someone get
through a very difficult time in their life. It's one of the reasons | compose music.

After talking with her, | decided to write a proper piece to honor her mom. During our talks, her father passed away and |
decided to write this piece in honor of her parents. In Loving Memory Of Arline and Isiah Murphy.

Program Notes

Grief is nothing to be ashamed of. Grief is love.
— Marisa Renee Lee, Grief Is Love: Living with Loss

“What Remains Is Love” is a reflection on the deep connection between grief and love. It explores how grief transforms, revealing the
love that lies beneath. At its core, this piece suggests that grief is not the absence of love, but its echo. Each note carries the weight
of longing, but also the warmth of having loved deeply. This is not a lament, but a celebration of love's enduring imprint. At the end of
the day, what remains is love.

A Robert Langenfel
For the most up to date bio and picture, please visit https://www.rlcompositions.com/biography
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